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2009 MARATHON ISSUE: 50 YEARS OF WTUL 


Perpetual Pink 


Editing and Rewrite 


Services 
perpetualpink @gmail.com 


It is only now that | can 
recognize your beauty and 

deny no part of my own. Student services: Editing and rewriting assistance for 
undergraduate and graduate level papers and submissions. 


Former WTUL DJ and VOX writer Business Services: Newsletters (writing, layout and editing), 


Andy Bizer supports us once again: advertising development, press releases, correspondence, 
If you would like to support us via . dictations, ghost writing, power point and video editing. 


advertising please send contact info to 
voxwtul@ gmail.com 


_ Andrew Bizer, Attorney at Law 
Representing Musicians and Artists 


Send email to perpetualpink @ gmail.com for rates. 


‘Andy Bizer has balls of steel.” 


-King Louie Bankston 


757 St. Charles Ave. Suite 304 
ew Orleans, LA 70130 


andrew@bizerlaw.com phone 504.619.9999 
-bizerlaw.com | fax 504.592.3300 


Don’t be EVIL Order SOhcthin@ from the 
Marathon 2009 Special atalog 


WTUL New Oreans 91.5 FM is New Orleans’ only free-form non-commercial radio s ati nted on you for 50 years to make donations. 


Make a Donation to WTUL. Get a gift v ! 
Your donation helps to keep WT’ 
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Good Guys, Of 


WTUL Old School Block Logo 
White Logo on Blue T-shirt (donate at least 


Many orders will also receive WTUL 
buttons and bottle openers 


nt of the Lavin-Bernik Center on McAllister Dr.) 
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(Cut out the following and send it along with a check or deliv 


f Contribution form: 
| Name: | } 
: MOUNT CONTRIBUTED: | 
I Address: f 
F ; a $250 0 $100 0 $50 0 $25 I 
i 4 
I Please send to: The Vox 3 
: WTUL New Orleans 91.5 FM " 
Tulane University Box 5069 
4 New Orleans, LA 70118 ; 
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50 YEARS in the Basement a Party in the Making : = ™ 
lee SCHEDULE 


~ Gregg. I'm interviewing people i in the community about what 
WTUL means to them and why they should donate. | 


24 HOUR DJS” 


Each year ir in an attempt to raise e funds for the station thes [tsa a of Sion and vies Charlie and maybe some deliri- 
WTULDJs are elected by popular vote to serve as WTUL’s sole ous cello playing, too. Hopefully this i is s going 0 be 24 hours like 
on-air representatives 24 hours straight. 24-hour shifts begin never before heard on WTUL. oe 

Friday March 13 at noon with Iris Lin Listen at et FM or on 
our webstrem at wtulnewor! 


oo . / would if have listened to so much | music.. onestly, of 
. ee asa WTUL DJ: Officially - 3 1/2,Un- for the unparalleled access we have in the stacks, I would prob- a 
. Officially - I did my first WTUL show ' inthe ably be onthe top of the RIAA's list of folks who have to down- 
womb. load music. I want to use this 24-hour shift to give back to the 
| _ organization that has given me so much. I am going to go all out 
Favorite Band/Musician: It’s a four-way just to make sure we raise the money we desperately need. Dur- 
_ tie between Rasputina, Tom Waits, Clan of ing my 24 hours, I plan to kick ass, chew bubble gum, defy Sci- 
3 Xymox, and Skinny Puppy. ence by drinking a gallon of milk in an hour, fight a bear, take a 
ff a = shower, break a world record, and blow bubbles. I will also be 
_ Most Hated Band/Musician: Thereare _ telling jokes, singing songs, and fighting ninjas. Stay tuned for — 
many but what first comes to mind is Jimmy all this and much more as The Rapscallion battles his fiercest 
Buffet (for personal reasons). 


ee yet, exhaustion. 


Other hobbies: Speaking Icelanie playing the cello, inking 


Earl ey: reading, and watching movies. 


Quote: My theme is =e Charlie the sUnicoth meets Old : : U En AA 
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Saturday, March 14 


Frenchman Street Block Party with many 
local acts and lots of different venues on 


Frenchman. 
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The Hootenanny 


(For more info listen to the Events Calendar, Updated 
on the hour every hour on WTUL New Orleans 91.5 
FM and through our webstream at wtulneworleans. 
com) 


"Fifty Years": a stream of near-consciousness 


by Deborah "Lady Iyann" Dixon 
"WTUL is like liquid crack squeezed out of a stereo speaker. It makes all 
the little Tulane tinmen march." -Darla L, a friend of the music 


Fifty years. What do I think of when I think "fifty years"? Being a jazz 
aficionado, I think of Miles Davis' epic Kind Of Blue, and of the sheets of 
sound that cascaded on to the music scene with the arrival of John Coltrane's 
Giant Steps. I think of Barbie (ha, the ho's finally 50 years old) and how my 
sister and I saved up our allowances to buy those little plastic pop-culture- 
brain-washers. I think of Sade, one of my earliest musical influences, and of 
Hugh Laurie, one of my most recent celebrity fanaticisms. When I think "fifty," 
I think of really bad rap music and stupid beef. I remember the old days of go- 
ing to work and using a pay phone to call my ride home- lookit, I didn't have 
a cell phone, and it only cost two quarters at the time. Man, kids these days 
have it so easy. I know of a nine-year-old who has a cell phone. And not one of 
those Disney play-phones, either. This is an actual cell phone. 

I think about the number of miles, plus four hundred, I am from my old 
town. I think about the number of miles, plus twelve hundred, my old town 
is from my home country. I think about the number of times the second-most 
played track on my iPod has been played (the first, The Wailers' "Burnin' and 
Lootin'," has 72 plays... wait, make that 73.) I think of the speed I usually 
travel on New Orleans streets (the well-paved ones, anyway). I think of golden 
anniversaries- real anniversaries, not those "ten-month" anniversaries some of 
you girls make up just to get gifts from your boyfriends. 

I think of the one organization that's made me feel at home so far away 
from my house. Where I can help other motivated individuals work toward 
_ building something positive. Where I can be surrounded by incredible music. I 
think of WTUL. 


When I first arrived at Tulane, I didn't know the university had a radio 
station. A little slip of paper posted somewhere- maybe in the LBC- made me 
aware of that fact. A few friends and I attended the information session (I told 
one of my friends, who had no idea why she was in the LBC, that we would be 
attending a lesbian conference.) I liked what I heard, and thought it would be 
fun to be a DJ. 

One apprenticeship and four semesters later, I'm still here, and I'm not 
planning on going anywhere. Neither is your friendly neighborhood radio sta- 
tion. We (yes, "we," even though I wasn't here for most of it) have weathered 
relocations, evacuations, and many, many other frustrations. Yet here we are, 
inviting you to celebrate with us in our 50th year of existence. 

I wonder where I will be in fifty years. Maybe I'll be invited to WTUL's 
100th anniversary. I can see it now. I'll be the crazy cat-lady with a million 
old pictures and ten times as many old stories. Oh yes, I'll be here. WTUL has 
opened up a new world to me: New Orleans. So many NOLA residents seem to 
hate being here, and hardly ever do anything for their beautiful city. They don't 
know how lucky they are. 

But I'll be here, active in the community, working to repay the debt 
I owe to WTUL for everything it's done for me- the home it's provided, the 
camaraderie I have with my fellow DJs, the work experience it's giving me, the 
outlet of expression it offers, and the connection it supplies between me and 
my listeners. 

WTUL is special. There is truly nothing like it anywhere in the world. I 
hope WTUL is even half as important to you as it is to me. I hope you'll join in 
our celebration, and help us to stick around for fifty more years, and fifty more, 
and fifty more.... 


) az, 


9. “Alpharhythm” Jeremy Jay 3 

Jeremy Jay is one of my favorite new artists of recent years. K records 
in Seattle has done it again with this sparse arrangement and always ha 
NI DJs and the voice and droning, droning, droning. 


My Best Mix CD is a new Sain that all 0 
WTUL community to let the public know what thei se 
given period. 

The mixCD is the evolution of the mixtape, you kno 
hissing and grinding audio tapes we used to make up until the 
those of us that are old enough. The mixCD took the concept of th 
Mix” to next leveled these days it appears mix MP3 lists and o 
ing services such as playlist.com are taking over. But for people lik 
still can’t get over the awe of the memory of the introduction of C. 
ogy or the tangible equivalent of their own genius when it comes | 
down the perfect playlist, such as an author would chapters, and 
disc to the person for whom it was made. Unlike the online equive 
is a certain craft that goes into fitting songs, the right songs in the 
into an 80 minute disc, which is lost when there are no time constr. 
whatever mix is made can be unmade at a few clicks. The whole poi 
mixCD is to give it to someone else so that they may share in your 
audiophilic talents. The mixCD stands as monument to this. This i 
sharing my best mixCD with you. I hope you will do the same. 


10. “Route to Palm” White Williams 


he lulls us into a very seductive meditative state. 


11. “Ankle Injuries” Fujiya & Miyagi 
ne, who The repetitive movement continues here, but pays and Miy 
; up the pace a bit with this excellent piece. 


12. “Bobby Malone Moves Home” Cashotone: for the Ps 
And now oes the pam: Bring it down. 


1. “The Swag” Link Wray and His Ray Men 

Link Wray was the baddest man with a guitar to come 0 ; ete ieee 
50’s. The original guitar hero lost a lung in Korea, but managed to develop a et sins : : 
truer voice than even the best lead singer. Heartbreak everywhere a as s Pepi si sings “Last night made ; 
just so I could get high.” Hits me every time. 


2. “Garbageman” The Cramps a - 
pecan S deceased Lux Interior howls his psychobilly jowls out on this 16. “Chad” The Smoke ry 
and makes you want to _ Poor Benjamin Smoke died of AIDs before Jem Cohen released i 


the pure pleasure of it. “Smoke” the documentary. This song is a a true pia of his i 
with a younger hustler/lover. 


4 
One of the first French punk groups Metal Urbain le’ Punk in the 17. “Was” Vincent Gallo 
trunk with driving abrupt lyrics and a guitar played like a percusion instrument ~ The official credits 


that makes me want to pull an Ian Curtis-caught-in-a-strobe light all over the! a on his old ass amps a 
place. ; 


d By Film Director Bscon 


v4 


here comes the ¢ dénouement, Th ¢ ° strang ¥¢ curtain closer coming 
o be said; excep om an ae Horns hurt & easing feeling this song 
f , ~ 2 


_.4. “No Pussy Blues” Grinderman | 
f ro Aka Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 


19. “Get” Blu irt 

£ Au tin duo hag ‘broken onto | re scene in the last few years with Another digitized LP of an obscure pieces Grilling sociopath. En- 
e 2 r n, Behren’s scream loses its edge at joy. 

fact. Plus the piano is “just badass. 


by 


20. “Girl” Suicide ; 
Finally bringing it home with the Electro-Punk duo that began their 
careers inciting riots because their music.was so screwed. I love it. 


ae If you would like your best MixCD featured in the next issue of the VOX please send 
7. ae azy. Rhythms” The Feeli the playlist with brief sieksl ey of the tracks/artists in the above style to voxwtul@ 


=  & mail.com or to: 
<-Contihues the movement towardssaimione mellow pace. You don’t want qual 
me ': 


: Se 


es ae hes PO tn : the VOX, WTUL New Resins. 91.5 FM 
te sae rheat your listener after all” re ’ A Tolane Universal 


A 2 Vea New Orleans, LA 70118- 5555 


8. “Pablo Picasso” The Modern Loversec Offfices (504) 865-5885 


Indeed Pablo Picasso never got called ; an ideale 


You can listen to the list on our website at wtulneworleans.com/v08/vox.html. 


The Friends I See Are Alright, Even if we stay out all night.... 
An Interview with Lenny Zenith from RZA 


By Kristin Lekki 


New Orleans: Set the Scene. French Quarter. Jackson Square. 
Beignets with a huge pile of powdered sugar. Clip clop of a carriage in - 
the background. And don’t forget that trumpeter playing Jazz. Or maybe 
some Blues. Because it’s New Orleans right, and that’s what you would’ 
need to picture the city. Jazz, or Blues, R&B, or Funk or Gospel. But 30 
years ago, that began to change in 
New Orleans for some... 


In the 1960’s, new bands began 
to emerge that played rock and roll 
but they weren’t able to achieve 
commercial success. Some emerg- 
ing bands like Skor, played as house 
bands with Lee Dorsey or Allen 
Toussaint. Zebra, who formed in 
New Orleans in 1975, could pack a 
~ house but couldn’t seem to make it 


ete inter n 


“ly s fed s the Pred ent, ‘Ole Man Rivers" that 


im! it was a g great education’ and z ort pe 


came’ _ NO, Menkes ow Cittaieedlild punk/ . 2 
; sage to achieve Success without being a.co 
eh es hts Multiple? c6sy] 


ind RZ# fs only ao 
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Convertible, a NYC based band, 


Recently, during a visit to New Dias he played an Open Mic 
Night at Carrolton Station, Uptown. “Yeah, it was a last-minute thing.” 
Zenith said, ‘and a bunch of friends and RZA fans showed up. It encour- 
aged me to think about doing,more there (old and/or new) from time to 
time, ltwas fun to resurrect Some. of the old songs, and showcase some 
new ones.” 


Zenith says that Leigh Harris was 
the biggest vocal influence even if 
it wasn’t as obvious as the Costello 
influence. The Normals and Little 
Queenie are on regular rotation on 
his MP3 player and he says, “I also #™ 
like a little band from oxford MS (I 
think) King Elementary a LOT, as 
well as Lightning Love (from Ann 
Arbor (ex bandmates), The Edi- 
tors, Carla Bruni, and Friendly Foes 
(also from Michigan ex- Thunder- 
birds are Now et al)” 


- 


For more information (22s 
or to hear music by RZA or 
nn gente, geek out the 
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mory Alley: What WTUL Did for Me 


‘Through WTUL I learned 

Neutral Milk Hotel, some wild out%jazz = obser ure country, but.there’s t 
artists I’m particularly fond of. First ane jp orea Osi & potpie, who eo 
io be an inspiration! Although not to every 


© the Mermai@early one Friday and upon 

inal he was sOupset his pissed on my foot. Pt 

newave drone guru, which he is, but his humor(fake ‘Cajun noise, 
acks, a machine to play vinyl backwards, and he recent ‘Cl sics” di 

composed drones from the first few seconds » classic rock ngs) 
erlooked; as is his excellent guitar playing wit essed in loads of He 

ver gigs. His do-it-yourself experimentation s also inspired me to Make 


, aS. . disc of electric toothbrusii fecordings. Should be a big 
ler on itunes in Romania 


_ ; . 
t= 
yn po Styler. If there was justice then he’d | e huge, Actually, he tty 

of it. The art of croon ihg ha ever be 


cam panes ct of ce 


tyne dinner music, and expletives. 
le of his music which exposes folks h 
k he can’t help but create and I’m je 
studio and lock 


t’s Active and the Replacements. Hearing é Art Of Parties 
Techno 2000 show taught me there was mote to ieee! e 


atisfied,” gave me an unreaching standard to which I stil 
Caleb Guillotte, Formerly of Dead Eye Dick — 


vIT, Menomena, Arvo Pdrt, Vampire Wee ce 
_ Jack Craft, Member of Glasgow 


, thank WTUL 
tet bol who dance well. I guess my fav 


~ Darleen Abadco, former WTULDJ 
7 ‘ 


st Band that came to mind that I first 
y Musicalitastes wa8'The Move. While I 
shestef, featured Roy Wood and, i in ale 
lad never been expe ysed to 


Marathon 2009 Album Reviews by Ashley Engles-Green, Charles Lucia, and Rob Rioux 


Artist: TV on the Radio 

Album: Dear Science 

Label: Interscope , 

V on the Radio’s new disc does continue the 

sounds that can be found on their previous releases, 

just to get that out of the way. If you were already 

a fan, then no doubt you’ll be glad to hear some 

new songs finally. One difference that I can some- 
hat perceive is, for lack of a better word, maturity. 
heir sound seems to have, well, matured in some 

sense. Maybe they are just more assured and not 

out to impress anyone (not that they were before); 

maybe I am way off base here but that is what I get 

rom this new disc. 

Wee Artist: Neko Case 
Album: Fox Confessor Brings the Flood 
Label: Anti 
*Recommended* This is the Neko Case record that 
ully floored me. I like the earlier ones, but this one 
really blew me away. This record shows Case to be 
he incarnation of Patsy Cline, and this record has 
a classic feel to it without it feeling forced on any 
level. It’s going to stand the test of time quite well, 
and that’s apparent on first listen. 


Artist: Of Montreal 
Album: Skeletal Lamping 
| Label: Polyvinyl 
Is it possible that Of Montreal is the next band to 
all of a sudden become big to those huge, swarm- 
ing masses of people who only get their music from 
MTV and commercial radio? It’s not a question for 
shock value- stranger things have happened, like 
he time a cheez song reached the top 5 of the U.S. 
Billboard pop charts in the late seventies (look it 
p- it really happened). Of Montreal started out as 
one of the first wave of bands that had the ‘El- 
ephant 6’ sound (along with Neutral Milk Hotel and 
Olivia Tremor Control, among others). The differ- 
ence with these guys is that somewhere along the 
ay they dropped a whole load of indie pop into 

he mix and the resulting sound gave them a whole 
second life as a popular act (and Outback commer- 
ial jingle maker). In a way they went from serious 
and occasionally fun to fun and occasionally seri- 
ous- but it works either way. 


wen Artist: Jupiter One 

» Album: Jupiter One 
Label: Cordless Recordings 
*Recommended* Caught this self-proclaimed 
‘Space Pop’ band at Circle Bar and I was blown 
away, so much so that I tracked them down for 
his disc. They are out of Brooklyn and within 
10 seconds of track 2 you can tell why they call 
hemselves space pop. These guys actually move 


JUPITER ONC 


the music scene forward through regression (if that 
makes any sense). It sounds like an orgy involv- 
ing Modest Mouse, old Cure, and most any band 
from the New Romantic Movement of the early 80s 
while early Pink Floyd watches. But they certainly 
put their own twist to it. All in all I'd call it spaced 
out, funky, pop goodness. 


Artist: Mike Freemont 

Album: Sounds Created... 
Label: Atlantic 

My favorite local record of the year so far. Bad- 
spelling member of Sun Valley Death Trap, Mike 
Freemont spews sacreligious, schizophrenic, and 
sappy lyrics on a subtle and ludicrous soundscape. 
It’s like he’s filtering Noah 23, pastoral Floyd, dub 
paranoia, electronica, and psychedelia. The low 
budget production adds to the charm (rather like 
that Raging Loneliness disc from last year did, 
although the two sound nothing alike). Lyrically, 
demonic penguins, trepanation, Japanese porno- 
graphic animation, paranoia, poisoned grits, cyber- 
netic prostitutes, serial killing fantasies, and flesh 
eating cockroaches fare better than dirty mouth 
braggashockathon attempts. Some gratuitously 
strange instrumentals, a well-placed Jefferson Air- 
plane guitar sample, tension, weirdness, subtlety, 
stupidity, peacefulness, mystery, from Chalmette. 


Artist: Quintron 

Album: Too Thirsty for Love 
Label: Rhinestone/Goner 

This is actually an excellent Quintron disc and 
possibly his best. He seems to have taken the foot 
off of the gas just a tiny, tiny bit, and this allows 
the songs to breathe a little more. Okay, that is 
vague, what I mean is that the way the songs are 
arranged you can easily pick out the lyrics and the 
instrumentation isn’t so muddled that it becomes a 


-discordant mess. This disc shows more clearly that 


any of his others the nods to fifties and sixties pop- 
albeit filtered through a kaleidoscope of confusing 
post-pre-post-meta-quasi-complexity. At the end of 
the day, Bywater hipsters or not, it is about fun, and 
there is fun to be had in buckets here...so there’s 
that. 


free download @ 
ww.theguberna- 


Artist: The Gubernatorial Candidates 
Album: No Remainder 

Label: self-released 

This is the new single from Phil’s (Phil Rollins) 
excellent band. While it is three songs, for most 
people there’s only one song here, and that would 
be the first one, “No Remainder”. It’s a very enjoy- 
able mixture of a singer-songwriter tune with a 
good bit of well-placed laptopery to make it inter- 
esting. This is top-notch stuff for sure. The other 
two songs are instrumentals. The first one is a 


orialcandidates. 
om/noremain- 


fragment of something that will become something 
else eventually I am told, and there’s nothing wrong} 
with it other than the length- some timid souls may 
wear out before the song ends. The other instru- 
mental though is two minutes of the kind of good- 
ness that should really warm the cockles of your 
cold heart if you are (as I am) a fan of Potpie or 
Fennesz. In fact, on second listen, I am very im- 
pressed with this second instrumental. The guitar 
part and the song structure remind me of some of 
the nice instrumentals on the 2nd LP of the 2LP set 
‘Gone to Earth’ by David Sylvian mixed with a hint 
of The Moon and The Melodies. 

Sie 
KR | Artist: Death Cab for Cutie 

sai} Album: Narrow Stairs 
Att) Label: Atlantic/Barsuk 
*Recommended* This is a fully realized and nicely 
appointed record that will rightfully compete for 
spots on year-end top ten lists. The so-called single 
from this disc is 8 minutes long and has a 4 minute 
intro; which is very Sonic Youth of them. There 
is nO more whining going on and this is a record 
that bears multiple repeat listens (I have played it 
straight through six times in a row as I write this 
and I am in awe of what they finally came up with 
here- so long ago I loved this band and I am glad to 
be able to love them again). Well done. 


Artist: City and Colour 

Album: Bring Me Your Love 
Label: Vagrant 

*Recommended* This is a tender and excellent 
acoustic-based album that isn’t ‘emo’ or whatever. 
The Iron and Wine reference is a tad off- but just 
a tad- and I have to believe that anyone who was 
ever moved by one of Sam Beam’s songs is going 
to love this- IF, that is, they get a chance to hear it. 
The guy behind this (Dallas Green) is a true talent 
and that can’t be any more obvious than as stated in 
these simple yet elegant songs. 


RA RA RIOT 


Artist: Ra Ra Riot 

Album: The Rhumb Line 

Label: Barsuk 

*Recommended* This is the first time that I, Ash- 
ley, have ever recommended a disc. I loved Ra Ra 
Riot before but then I saw them live at HOB and 
now I’m even more infatuated. Any band that can 
rock a cello and a violin along with the usual com- 
plement of instruments deserves my respect. This 
is energetic, polished music from a group whose 
first full album just came out last August. I realize 
that not everyone will share my absolute devotion 
to this group but all the same, I feel that everyone 
needs to listen to this disc at least once. 


Lady Iyann Emily H. 
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gay bird Look at its gay feathers on its gay gay breast I'd like to see that g 


its gay tongue | want to touch it Hey check out that gay tiger writing wi 
ain goat over there with its gay gay hooves wow that’s one gay mo 
hippo that’s one homo of a hippo I want to ride it into the sunshi 
ow softballs back and forth that camel’s so g-a-y’you ever s¢ 
desertload of gay camel humps I want to take it out back and 
eeze my gay ass all over that gay jungle’s gay and make a re 


Stuck Life svar Stuck Life ‘ Wastrell Fastard 
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ure articles, anecdotes, 
political and cultural satire, 
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New Orleans' caries Music & Movie Shop 
Rock - Punk - HipHop - Reggae - Local - Indie - Jazz 
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- wraps, buttons, 
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